It . fared little bet!er I me
grant to the. “Company-of the

. { West” but when that Company

be- merged in 1719 with the “Com-’
“I pany of [the Indies”, forming the

Musoun bui in»alf pmbsbiﬁzy«lt
is “the. olddt !n ‘the United : _Stat-
es. It is.sorold, hlac!.. that' m
exact "b!gum!ng are-lost - in - an-
uquny with, its mmal da'te open
to- conjer:tur i

It * seems. re}at}vely cert h\‘
however, that by 1714, h was be-
ing operated, for in Lhat Yyear
Antoine . de la Mothe Cadillac
Rovernor of Louisiana, {s reput-
ed to have visited its environs

.

‘}+Royal Company of the Indies”,

Miné La Motte began to come
into its own under the operation
of Philipe Renault who prosecut
lled the mining interests for the
Royal Company‘upder a subsl-
diary d:vmon called the “Com-
pany -of| St. Philippe™ after his
own baptismal name. ... v

This went on for a year when
in 1720, the Royal Company as
a part of the celebrate Mississi-
ppi Bubble, John Law's/ famous

in the vain hope of finding sil-

who {was. nationed AT Daupbm
Ishnd ut-the: mom:h of:the -Pas-
“Cagoula” River;~iear Mobﬂé\BﬂY.
CLundemke_n adong snd hard
joumzir “to- in‘vmugaxo the . min-
ing possibilities of - Upper” Louls-
iana. So seldom did he grace lhu’
tcrnwry by his presence that]
the occasion - produced quite a
comrnotion throughout the - set-
tlements. It requires no stretch
of the imagination to suppose
the Madison County lead mine
should be named “La Mothe” in
honor of the visit he deigned to
make it. i
Of course, - the name today. is|
known as La Motte and not as
La Mothe; but in ‘early French
grants it appeared as “Mothe.”

'French name ‘at the hands of

It is . logical to suppose this

get rich| quick stheme, blew up
at the spme time the rest of the
bubble | burst, leaving Remuh
an indbpendem miner on’ his
own hook. .
He cdntinued to prosecute his
mining interests and in 1723 the
French |authorities at Kaskaskia
granted| him “two leagues-of
ground lat the mine called Mine
Da M. Mothe, the front looking
toward the northeast, the prairie
of the spid mine making the mid
dle point of the two leagues. Re-
nault profitably operated this
mine, tdgether with many others
in Wa‘f,hingwn County, until
1742 when he retired two his nat-
ive France and .again Mine La
Motte was without a director.
From that tirhe on until 1803,
when Louisiana was ceded to
the United States, various lease-
holders' operated the property
with varying success, The mine
passed. ' through the hands of
Pratte, Fleming, and others until
1869 at which time the Mine La
Motte—Lead . &- Smelting .. Com-
pany. wps organized. . it
This company and the proper-
ty were owned and operated by
several | men, _including Haggard,

English pronouncers has suffered
alteration even as have other’

Leathe,| Daugherty and Wen‘b:l
| ol c

{the surface.

French names in the course of
time such as Burton from Bas-
ton, Girardeau from Girardot,
Valles Mines from Valle’s Mine.

It seems erroneaus to credit
Renault or any member of his
mining expodition with the dis-
covery of Mine La Motte. Re-
nault has much to his credit, but
this honor cannot be ascribed to
him in consideration of the fact
that Mine La Motte was in oper-
ation before he set “foot on the

daygiwhen: muniuom WEre:tr &

much ‘I dcmand meSwaothter
Mminz Omnpany eontrolled Mine

fenterps
jure md
lhr as e Ll*Mottel

meng was concerned..

: with ‘a’ former operuor, "the | St.

ihc on Ju.ne 4, 1928, the Mu’xe La Mot

: under the laws

Lou!s Smelung & Refining Com-
pany; prospected the domain and

Wmourf’ fi

But,” as' | history kmwﬂ C“’""
rise. ptoved’ &' disthal -fall-

g ¢ame of it as
velop-

At the present time, this cor-
poration dwns all mineral rights

and approximately 4,300 acres of |;
The remainder of|!

the surface is still owned by the
Swecotwater Mining Company
which did not relinquish entire
control in the 1922 transaction
when selling out to its successor.

This is the chronological his-
tory of Mine La Motte in a stat-
istical way. There runs a vein of
romance along with the veins
of mineral. Being old, Mine La
Motte does not lack for inter-
esting Jore and exciting histor{-
cal lore.

Its most tragic event occurred

on the Tth of April, 1774, when
1t was the scene of an India
massacre. Seven persons hac

gone that day to engage in their
usual mining pursuits and all
seven were killed by Osage In-
dians who resented the presence
of tHe Ppalefaces in .their St
Francois River hunting grounds.
One of the number massacred
was Joseph Valle, 20 year old
son of Don Francesco Valle, late.
Commandant of the Ste. Gene-
vieve Post. The others were Jac-
ques Parent, Auguste Chatal and
Menard, all Canadians; Dupont,
native of France; and an English
man nmed Phillips; and a negro
Calise.

The villagers of St. Michael's
(now Fredericktown) went out
and recovered their dead. From
the church records of Ste. Gene-
vieve, it appears that these vic-
tims of Indian savagery . were
later re-interred in 1778 in the
Catholic Cemetery at that place.
Because of this massacre, many
vacated the territory and return
ed Ste. Genevicve, not caring to
brave the barbarity of ‘the re-
seru!ul_lOsagcs.

is 'was a serious setback to
the development of Mine La
Motte, but it was not entirely
abandoned. Today it is probably
in a more complete state of aban
doment than at ‘ny time in its
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active history. Not in operaioth
it has been made the more Coso:
late by having most of the b
ings on the premises torn dn
leaving only the chat dumps
reminders of a past that wos
more than interesting.

The star in its mineral zenith
shining brightest is that one well-
ing of service rendered the coun
try in times of stress, for Mine
LLa Motte has the distinction of
having supplied ammunition for
every war that the Unied States
has ever fought, even helping
quell the Indians before the Re-
volutionary War that white man
might wrest the continent from
the savage.

And still there is glory about
this mine for it is averred that
more lead  reposes now in its
subterrancan cavitier  than has
been extracted, regardless of ats

many . years of operation—for

Mine La M« is more than two
centuries old and\is not yet ex-
hausted.
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S«yme day our women astron-
omers will cease to hide their

brilliance from the world and
we will  begin to know more
about them. Now and then a
hittle information does find its

way into print, and this is how I
learned that for fifty years wo-

men have been studying astro-
nomy, collaborating,  teaching
and  observing at the Harvard
Observatory.  Dr. Annic  Jump
Cannon, now past 70, 1s consid-
cred one of the world's foremost
N this scienceAnuther woman
of wide repglation 1s Dr. Cecilia
Payne Qafoschkin of the Har-

vard servatory, recently made
a meghber of the American Phil-
osophiical  Society  which  was
founded by Benjamin Franklin,
Dr. Carol Anger Rivke has made
important  discoveries  in the
heavens. Other noted astronom-
ers are Miss Antonia Mau 188
Henriette Leavitt and M®EPWar-
garet Harwood who maintains
the observatory at Nantucket,
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